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Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library 
of the Suffolk County Historical 
Society, at Riverhead, is open 
daily (except Sundays and Holi- 
days) from one to five P.M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational in- 
stitution where items connected 
with Long Island’s history, cul- 
ture and natural sciences are on 
display. 
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The Tesla Tower 


In the two previous issues of 
the Forum in articles referring 
to the TESLA TOWER the name 
of the tower was misspelled as 
“Telsa.” Thanks to Mr. William 
B. Dall for the correction and our 
apologies. 

Thanks also to Felix Reifschnei- 
der for his information concern- 
ing the tower and to Thomas R. 
Bayles of Middle Island who sup- 
plied us with the picture of the 
tower. Mrs. Mary E. Miller of 
Riverhead also wrote us about 
the tower and we are grateful to 
her. 
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Camp eMills-Garden (ity 





OF ALL of Garden City’s 
residents, Ralph Peters, pres- 
ident of the Long Island Rail 
Road, had probably been the 
most concerned during the 
few years prior to World War 
I. Convinced from the first 
that the United States would 
become involved in the war, 
Mr. Peters had turned his 
full attention to the role which 
Long Island and its railroad 
might play in that event. 

As early as 1915 he had 
urged Major General Leon- 
ard A. Wood to join him in 
a track inspection so as to 
become acquainted with the 
railroad’s facilities and its 
ability to respond to Army 
defense plans. A year later, 
the Island had been combed 
for suitably located tracts of 
land to serve as camp sites. 
Track plans to service these 
sites had been studied, and 
transportation costs and esti- 
mates had been made. 

As a result, when war was 
declared in April, sites in 
Mastic, Belle Terre, Hicks- 
ville and Yaphank had al- 
ready been examined; and 
the final choice of the latter 
site could be made relatively 
quickly. On July 7, 1917, Camp 
Upton, at Yaphank, received 
its first troop train, composed 
of a box car, a baggage car, 
fifteen flat cars loaded with 
trucks, and one passenger car 
occupied by seventeen soldiers. 

But the building of a per- 
manently appointed canton- 
ment was to take time, and 
it was not until 1918 that 
Camp Upton was finally able 
to cope with even a part of 
its peak capacity of 35,000 
men. In the meantime, a near- 
er temporary embarkation 


Mrs. Irwin Smith 


camp was suddenly needed. 

This was for the 42nd or 
“Rainbow Division,” which 
the War Department was as- 
sembling from the National 
Guard Regiments of every 
state of the Union, to send 
overseas as the first of its 
Infantry Divisions. Undoubt- 
edly due to the ground work 
that Mr. Peters had done, a 
second site on Long Island 
was chosen—this time within 
the very borders of Garden 
City. It was to be called Camp 
Albert L. Mills. 


Surprisingly enough, in 
spite of the recent develop- 
ment of Garden City Estates 
and Garden City East, there 
was still just room enough in 
the Village for Camp Mills. 
The site was the large flat 
undeveloped tract of plain 
land lying east of Clinton 
Road which had not been in- 
cluded in Subdivision Fast in 
1910. It was bounded on the 
north by the Motor Parkway 
and Hazelhurst Field (later 
to be called Roosevelt Field). 
To the south lay Hempstead 
Village and to the east, the 
new Army General Supply 
Camp, which a year later was 
to become Mitchel Field. 


Chosen for its favorable lo- 
cation and its nearness to 
New York, its varied rail 
connections and Garden City’s 
abundant water supply, Camp 
Mills used all these advantages 
immediately. Mains were 
quickly laid in strategic areas, 
and building material, brought 
in over Mr. Stewart’s Central 
Railroad, were stored in hast- 
ily-built warehouses on what 
is now Commercial Avenue. 
Always full of railroad tracks, 
Garden City now begen to 
bristle with even more, as 
extra double tracks, sidings, 
coal trestles, storage tracks, 
and spurs of every sort were 
built. The shuttle from Coun- 


try Life Press station was 
built at this time too. and 
served not only’ through 


World War I, but World War 





II as well. 

As the days went by, the 
Camp grounds proper were 
cleaned of hummocks, mea- 
dow turf and various potato 
patches; and necessary roads 
were roughly indicated. It was 
decided that Locust Street, 
continued east of Clinton 
Road, should be the main 
street of the Camp, with small- 
er roads, leading to supply, 
parade or tent areas, branch- 
ing from it. 

Notes on Camp Mills, found 
in the Village archives, con- 
tain this short description: 
“On the left of the entrance 
from Clinton Road into Lo- 
cust Street, stood the little 
wooden Telephone Building 
and opposite it on the right 
was the Information Booth. 
At first a tent, by a woman’s 
ingenious use of a transport- 
ed bathing shack it became a 
small wooden structure giv- 
ing protection from wind and 
rain. Further south on Clinton 
Road was the ‘Visitor’s House’ 
—a good sized tent; and 
slightly east behind it and be- 
tween them the Y.M.C.A.’s 
large tent. Ranging east on 
either side of Locust Street 
were the various regiment 
headquarters and to the north, 
rows and rows of _ tents 
stretched to the _ railroad 
tracks.” 

Only a month after the site 
of Camp Mills had _ been 
chosen, Garden City’s first 
troops arrived. The Notes, as 
they continue, give some idea 
of the confusion and excite- 
ment of that day: “In August 
1917 when word came through 
that the Rainbow Division 
was arriving, the women con- 
nected with the Information 
300th and Hostess Houses 
thought it would be a fine 
idea to give them iced tea and 
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sandwiches. Tubs of tea and 
basket upon basket of sand- 
wiches were prepared and 
ready when the men began 
to arrive. Tired and thirsty 
and covered with dust, they 
fell upon the refreshments— 
and still they continued to 
come—more and more of them 





—13,500 of them, until the —A FRIENDLY LOCAL BANK— 
distracted women finally at- COMPLETE BANKING SERVICE 
tached a hose to a hydrant 340 Howell's Road at Pine Drive 
_ the a sat << —— Open Monday Evenings — 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
thirst.” o quence cr 128 West Main St. at Ocean Ave. 

From that day on, residents aatans ee pong N = sl ae 


of Garden City, Hempstead 
and neighboring towns de- 
voted themselves to improv- 
ing the lot of the eg 
Division.”” Hempstead prob- G ° ° . ‘ 
ably did more for these men | Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
than any other, because it was 
an established town and ‘just Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 
down’ Clinton Road. “Literal- 
ly thousands of men,” accord- 
ing to Hempstead’s historian, 
“thronged the streets ... sat 
on the roofs of trolleys and . . 
perched on the steps and Tiger Cougar S2F Sub Killer 
bumpers; and _ packed the 
taxis besides. Every home and the Albatross 
made the boys welcome and 
hospitality was unbounded. 
Eight new restaurants were Airplanes for the U.S. Navy and the Air Force 
built and new stores sprang 
into existence on all sides.” 
Garden City, still a new 
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village without even a bank, 

library or public eating place, — —— heen =~ ?_ 
could do far less. But “every 

home made the boys welcome” Nicholson & Galloway 

too, and Mr. Lannin held open 

house at the Garden City Hotel Established 1849 

every Sunday evening. The Roofing and Waterproofing 

Village’s greatest and prob- Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 

ably most rewarding efforts leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, etc. 

were made on Visiting Day. 261 Glen Head Road 

As The Evening Sun of Sept. New York City Brookville, L. I. 
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biggest jobs at Camp Mills 
is the care of visitors. It is 
estimated that 50,000 people 
visited the Rainbow Division 


last Sunday. The whole prob- Bayside Federal Savings 


lem has been taken out of 
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(Continued on page 260) 
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cA Backward Glance at Suffolk County 


Hilda M. Turner 


IT CERTAINLY is interest- 
ing to read Richard M. Bayles’ 
“Sketches of Suffolk County” 
which he published in 1874. At 
that time thirty years had 
elapsed since the writing of 
the last history of Long Is- 
land and during that interval 
many important changes had 
taken place and more history 
made here than had been dur- 
ing the century that proceed- 
ed it. The growing population, 
the need of the new genera- 
tion to be acquainted with the 
historical background of their 
environment and later de- 
velopments urged historian 
Bayles to write these “Histor- 
ical and Descriptive Sketches 
of Suffolk County and Its 
Towns, Villages, Hamlets, 
Scenery, Institutions and Im- 
portant Enterprises; With a 
Historical Outline of Long 
Island, By Its First Settle- 
ment of Europeans.” 








What a pity important early 
histories and impressions such 
as this should be “out of 
print” with few, if any, copies 
to be found on today’s library 
shelves. As you read this book 
and follow the history of Long 
Island trom the time regular 
settlements were made at the 
western end around 1636 by 
the Dutch who crossed the 
East River from Manhattan 
to expand their farms, and 
the first English individual 
settlement by Lyon Gardiner 
at Gardiner’s Island in 1639, 
with permanent settlements 
2t Southampton and Southold 
the following year, the island’s 
growth and development dur- 
ing the Colonial Period, sup- 
plemented with the additional 
reading of the revealing and 
exciting ‘George Washing- 
ton’s Spies on Long Island 
and in New York” (1939— 
also “out of print’) by the 
late Morton Pennypacker — 
one realizes that Long Island 


The late Morton V. Pennypacker, Historian and Author. 





The late Richard Bayles, Author 
of “Sketches of Suffolk County.” 


and its history is truly a 
miniature “America Growing 
Up.” 

As time went on more and 
more newcomers settled at 
the eastern end of the island 
and more and more ground 
was dug and worked for 
homes and farms. The people 
were anxious about the con- 
tour of the land, the elevated 
plains and cliffs along the 
Sound shore on the northern 
side, the level shores on the 
ocean or southern side, to- 
gether with its bays; also the 
irregular ridge of hills that 
ran through the center al- 
most the entire length of the 
island. 

The smoothness of the stone 
and rock found here, from 
tiny pebbles to huge boulders, 
whether located on the beach- 
es, on high hills or “in the 
bowels of the earth at the 
bottom of the deepest well” 
made the people realize they 
must have lost their angles 
and become smooth “by long 
continuous washing of water.” 
They also wondered about the 
soil they found here, peat and 
clay, that they termed sandy 
loam. 

All this, together with the 
fact that all kinds of shells, 
bones and trunks of trees had 
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been uncovered forty to one 
hundred feet or more below 
the earth’s surface, encourag- 
ed the geologist of that day 
to theorize that some time 
after the Creation of the 
World this island was “thrown 
up from the bottom of the 
sea washing up the material 
of its bottom in a huge pile.” 

Yesterday’s geologist was 
right, there had been a terrific 
upheaval here but today’s 
geologist gives us much more 
definite information, believ- 
ing that this island came into 
existence during the Cretace- 
ous (chalky) Period when 
hundreds of feet of clay were 
deposited on its submerged 
surface. It may be difficult 
for us to accept or compre- 
hend his “one hundred million 
years ago” but who can ques- 
tion his statement that at one 
time this was a semi-tropical 
and temperate zone area when 
the fact has been verified by 
the finding of fossilized speci- 
mens of plant leaves and 
flower parts of sequoia, camp- 
hor, cinnamon, magnolia and 
fig; also oak, maple, sassa- 
fras and poplar that have been 
found in redshale from under- 
lying bedrock coming to the 
surface of the bases of the 
northshore bluffs at Eaton’s 
and Lloyd’s Necks and Glen 
Cove. It is believed this vege- 
tation prospered here thous- 
ands of years before being 
swept away during the Ice 
Age. 

Today’s geologist claims 
that during the Glacier Per- 
iod huge icefields, estimated 
to be thousands of feet in 
thickness, formed in the Arc- 
tic picking up many tons of 
rock, sand and other debris 
called Drift. It was the loose 
material that settled to the 
base of a glacier that caused 
deep markings or grooves on 
the face of the bedrock as it 
was slowly pushed along giv- 
ing a “blueprint” of the course 
taken by the glacier. The 
scratched bedrock under 
glacial deposits in this area 
prove that the four glaciers 
that visited Long Island had 
moved southward from as far 
north as Canada and Labra- 
dor. 

The first to arrive here was 
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Members of the State and Science Service party at work excavating 
the Stony Brook Site. Reproduced through the courtesy of the New 
York State Museum and Science Service. 


the Mannetto, which caused 
a great upheaval of the 
ground; the second, the Jame- 
co, changed the contour of the 
island as it deposited its Drift 
and the third, the Manhasset, 
continued the Drift build-up 
and also deposited large peat 
bogs here. The vast amount 
of Outwash material that cov- 
ered all the sand, gravel and 
clay left by the three earlier 
glaciers was deposited by the 
fourth and last of group, the 
Wisconsin. 

We have to thank the Wis- 
consin for the hilly sections 
along the center of the is- 
land, (known as glacial Knob 


or terminal moraine) the ac- 
cumulation of rock, gravel 
and sand deposited when a 
glacier has reached its final 
and most southerly point. 
That is why Long Island is 
considered the most outstand- 
ing locale for studying glacio- 
logy, for right here occurred 
the most southerly or stopping 
point of the Glacier Period. 

To further compare Suf- 
folk County of the 1800’s with 
today, although the settlers 
were curious about the orig- 
inal homeland, history and 
development of the “savage 
inhabitants” they found liv- 


(Continued on page 260) 
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Son of Southampton. 


THE LATE John H. Morice, 
a long-time summer resident 
of Southampton and an avid 
chronicler of its history, once 
wrote that Southamptonites 
have been nearly everywhere 
and seen nearly everything, 
and that no town on the is- 
land can boast a greater num- 
of illustrious sons and daugh- 
ters. One illustrious son was 
Stephen Sayre, a direct de- 
scendant of Job Sayre, one 
of the town’s founders and 
for whom Job’s lane in South- 
ampton village was named. 

Stephen was one of the 
earliest graduates of the Col- 
lege of New Jersey (now 
Princeton University) among 
whose founders, incidentally, 
‘was the Rev. Aaron Burr, 
father of a less reverend son 
of the same name who became 
vice president of the United 
States only to spoil a spectac- 
ular political career by win- 
ning a fatal shooting match 
with Alexander Hamilton on 
the mudflats of Hackensack. 

Stephen Sayre, though in 
no way related to the Burrs, 
seems to have also had a keen 
spirit of adventure and with 
it the pioneering spirit of his 
forebear Job. He also had the 
wherewithal to satisfy this 
spirit and in the year 1774, 
shortly after his graduation, 
booked passage for England, 
in which mother country of 
his ancestors there was at 
the time a very strong anti- 
American feeling. 


This feeling had been in- 
tensified by the report that 
British authorities had _ re- 
cently uncovered an alleged 
conspiracy to assassinate King 
George III. The blame had 
been placed on colonial Amer- 
ica’s newly organized Sons of 
Liberty, who had staged quite 
a number of demonstrations 
against the Crown in recent 
months. The young Princeton- 
ian had barely arrived in Lon- 
don when he was seized as be- 
ing an accomplice to the plot 
and was clapped into the no- 
torious Tower of London to 
await extradition or some- 


Paul Bailey 
Suffolk County Historian 


thing worse. 

Stephen Sayre, however, 
had little difficulty in prov- 
ing his innocence and also that 
no plot to murder the King 
could be attached to the Sons 
of Liberty or, he was pretty 
sure, to any other American. 
Upon being released from 
limbo, he gave his own dem- 
onstration in the cause of 
liberty by staging a_ suit 
against the British authori- 
ties for false arrest. Winning 
the case and being awarded 
damages amounting to 1000 
pounds, Stephen decided to 
‘extend his vacation abroad 
indefinitely and with the a- 
ward started an investment 
business, specializing in col- 
onial properties. 

Becoming the British agent 
of a number of American con- 
cerns that still stood in good 
grace with the Crown, this 
native son of Southampton, 
Long Island, made such a suc- 
cess of the business and won 
so many important friends 
among his London clientele, 
that he decided to found Eng- 
land’s first American bank. 
All through the Revolution 
he remained in London and 
following the war he played 
an important role in helping 
to reestablish friendly rela- 
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Paul Bailey 


tion between English and 
American commercial inter- 
ests. For his efforts in this 
field he was duly appointed 
High Sheriff of the City of 
London by His Majesty Geo- 
rge III. 

Strangely enough, Stephen 
Sayre never lost his Ameri- 
can citizenship to that of Eng- 
land and upon _ retirement, 
some years after the Revolu- 
tion, he returned to America. 
On at least one occasion he 
visited friends and relatives 
in his native Southampton, 
but he established a large 
estate near Bordentown, N. J., 
and there spent his final 


years. 








The Old Sayre House. 
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“Row-Ode!” 

Some weeks ago I saw in one 
of the shop windows at Hunting- 
ton a photo of that famous racing 
bobsled “Tarantula.” This brought 
memories of a sport we enjoyed 
so in the days before the auto- 
mobile and the electric lights had 
reached our villages. 

Only those who lived then can 
know the thrill of sliding down 
hill on a fast sled whilst the moon 
made everything a fairy-land of 
brightness and the haunting cry 
of “Row-Ode, Row-Ode” echoed 
far and near. 


The greatest thrill of all was to 
pilot a racing bob holding nine 
or ten young people at a speed 
of forty or fifty miles an hour. 
You rocketed along for a mile or 
so. There were no brakes. Once 
started you went the distance. 
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My home was in Port Jefferson 
Station—the name was “Echo” in 
those days. There we boys had 
a choice of two fine hills. The 
one on the waterfront at East 
Broadway we called “Scrag Hill.” 
It was very steep and no-one ever 
started at the top but about one 
third down. 


My first ride down when I was 
a boy of nine just come from the 
City was at the invitation of a 
young girl who took me down on 
her four foot sled. At one point 
we shot through the air for about 
12 feet when we hit a drainage 
mound. We were going like the 
wind and when we landed with 
a crash I knew what was meant 
when they say hip bone meet 
neck bone, for mine met. 


The next year I had my own 
sled made to order. It was five 
feet long; nine inches in front 
sloping to five at the rear, with 
three quarter inch steel flat run- 
ners. We would hold the left hand 
high on one side of the sled 
and the right hand just below 
center. Then we’d run and slam 
as we made contact with the hill 
and we would drop the left hip 
tucking the left foot under so 
the right foot would swing like 
a rudder. Just a touch with the 
toe of the foot was all that was 
needed to steer. This type of 
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steering was called “Knee-bo.” 

As we grew older my brothers 
and I decided to build a Bob— 
a two sled affair. When it was 
finished it was a beauty. It con- 
sisted of two solid oaken sleds. 
The front cutter was five feet 
long and the rear was six. It 
had one half inch steel runners 
slightly flattened at the bottom. 
The setting plank was twelve 
feet long, ten inches wide and 
three inches thick. On the under 
side were cross arms a foot apart 
tied together with an _ outside 
railing which protected the legs 
of the coasters in case of side 
swipe. The front and rear sleds 
were attached to the upper plank 
by inter-locking pivots and it was 
like a rocking chair when you 
went over an uneven place. You 
steered with ropes and pulleys to 
the cross piece on the front cutter 
and the pilot’s feet also rested on 
this cross piece to help with the 
steering. 

What a Bob that was! We would 
start at the junction of Sheep- 
Pasture Road and Main Street 
at the depot. At half way house 
we would be traveling fifty miles 
an hour and we'd finally stop at 
O. T. Fanning’s store. Well the 


(Continued on page 250) 
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Early Schools in Suffolk 


Thomas R. Bayles 


THE RECENT purchase of 
the old Rev. Lyman Beecher 
home in East Hampton by 
the Long Island Presbytery, 
as a home for aged people, 
makes the history of this old 
house of interest in connec- 
tion with early educational 
efforts on Long Island. 

In 1790 Mrs. Lyman Bee- 
cher had a boarding school 
for girls in her home at East 
Hampton. Many young ladies 
from various parts of the Is- 
land attended this school and 
were instructed in the arts 
of painting and embroidery. 

One of the prized posses- 
sions of the mother of the 
writer, Mrs. Richard Bayles 
of Middle Island, was a beau- 
tiful picture of a Biblical 
scene, embroidered with col- 
ored silk floss as taught in 
those early days. This work 
was done by her grandmother, 
Eliza Helme, in 1806, while 
attending this school. She 
afterward became the wife of 
Rev. Ezra King, who was 
pastor of the Middle Island 
and South Haven Presbyter- 
ian churches for many years. 

Rev. King received his 
training as a minister under 
Rev. Lyman Beecher, who 
was the father of Henry 
Ward Beecher, the famous 
minister, and of Harriet Bee- 
cher Stowe, author of Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. They had 13 
children in all. 

Southampton had the first 
school, which was established 
two years after the landing 
of the first white settlers in 
1640. Richard Mills, the inn 
keeper, was the first teacher. 

In East Hampton Charles 
Barnes was the first school 
teacher, and he received as 
his pay 40 pounds a year in 
“oil, pork, hides, tallow and 
whalebone.” 

The first record of a school 
in Huntington was in 1657 
when Jonas Holdsworth was 
employed to teach the school. 
His salary was 25 pounds in 
“trading wampum, butter, 
corn, wheat and cattle.’’ 





The Old Lyman Beecher House As It Is Today. 


Money was very scarce in 
those days and produce was 
used as a medium of exchange. 

In Setauket Robert Rider 
was engaged as the first teach- 
er in Brookhaven Town in 
11678, and in 1687 Francis 
Williams was employed as 
schoolmaster. His salary was 
30 pounds, or about $150. a 
year. One third was to be 
paid by a tax on the people, 
and the rest by the parents 
of the children attending 
school. The school was first 
held in the home of the teach- 
er, but in 1704 he was given 
the privilege of using the 
meeting house, providing he 
had it cleaned every Satur- 
day, and made good any dam- 
age done by the scholars. 

The education of girls was 
thought unnecessary beyond 
the three “R’s,” and _ the 
Quakers were the first to be- 
lieve that girls should be as 
well educated as boys. 


In 1813 school districts were 
formed throughout the state 
by law, and commissioners 
and inspectors were elected 
in every town. Their pay was 
very small at first, being only 
about 50 cents a day. Soon 


after this small one room 
school houses were built in 
every locality, which were 


plain box like affairs about 
20 by 24 feet in size. 


A high slanting desk was 


attached to the wall and ex- 
tended around the sides and 
end of the room. The pupils 
had to stand in order to use 
the desks, and seats were 
sawed slabs from the local 
mills with two legs stuck in 
each end, without backs. Heat 
was furnished by a stove with 
a long fire box that took in 
large sticks of wood and 
threw out lots of heat. 

All the pupils did not at- 
tend school at the same time, 
as it was the custom for the 
older pupils to attend during 
the winter months when the 
farm work was slack, and the 
smaller children during the 
spring and fall when the wea- 
ther was good. 


Bobsleds In Stony Brook 

In the July issue of Long Island 
Forum, I read an article by D. N. 
Raynor referring to old times on 
Long Island in which attention is 
drawn to the bobsled races that 
used to be held in the hamlet 
of Huntington on what is known 
as Cold Spring Hill, which comes 
into the shopping center of Hunt- 
ington from the west. 

It may be of interest to your 
readers that two of these bobsileds 
that were used in this famous 
account are presently on exhibit 
in the Carriage House of this 
Museum here in Stony Brook. 

Ward Melville 
Trustee 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers ol 





(Continued from page 248) 
old Bob and I will never more 
coast that hill yet sometimes on 
a winter’s night I seem to hear 
the young voices of long ago echo- 
ing through the still cold air. 
“Row-ode, Row-ode, Row-ode.” 

John W. Baker 
Huntington 


Bethpage Purchase 
Regarding Mr. Wesche’s let- 
ter in the October 1961 Forum, 
may we cal] his attention to our 
‘article “Powell’s Purchase Re- 
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visited” (L. I. Forum, April 1953) 
and to Mr. Jesse Merritt’s com- 
ments on it (June 1953 issue). 
In this article we describe the 
location of Thomas (1) Powell’s 
original house as being west of 
the railroad line to Babylon. An 
identical site is established by 
the Samuel Willis and Solomon 
Ketcham surveys of 1732-68 (see 
Oyster Bay Town Records, Vol- 
ume IV), by the H. F. Walling 
Map and Survey (1859) which 
calls it, as we do, the A. B. 
Lawrence farm, and by Beer’s 
Atlas of Queens County (1873). 
Also, Mary Powell Bunker, the 
genealogist, locates the first 
Powell house at this point in her 
annotations on the “Great Chart.” 

The house on the northwest 
corner of Hempstead Turnpike 
and Merritt Road, which burned 
in 1955, was not the original 
Powell house. It was built, Mr. 
Merritt once estimated, no earlier 
than 1810, and in the years of 
his childhood was referred to by 
neighbors as “The Old Maids’ 
House.” (A photo of this house 
is in our files.) 

Deed libers of Nassau and 
Queens Counties, according to our 


notes, reveal that John Krume- 
nacker purchased in 1906 the 
corner house and plot from 


Jonathan and Phebe Wood, the 
heirs of Charles Wood who in 
turn had purchased it in 1902. 
Before that it was owned by the 
“Misses Powell” as the 1873 map 
shows. However, the Lawrence 
house was the original house be- 
cause it belonged to Isaac Poweli 
who inherited it from his father, 
Thomas (2), who received it as a 
gift from his father, Thomas (1), 
as we stated in our article. 

We also believe incorrect Mr. 
Wesche’s statement that the sec- 
(1700) Powell homestead 
burned down in 1850 and was 
rebuilt. The house that did burn 
was the Thomas Whitson house 
which stood across the street— 
but that was in 1899. Thomas (1) 
Powell’s old home, substantially 
renovated over the years no 
doubt, nevertheless still contains 
the original Tudor joinery and 
should be Farmingdale’s pride. 

Thus our article is correct as 
it stands. 

May we at this time acknowl- 


edge our debt to the late Jesse 
Merritt, Nassau County Histor- 
ian. He prompted our interest in 
local history and generously 
aided us in many ways. No one 
will ever approach his knowl- 
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edge of the Bethpage Purchase 
or Nassau County history in gen- 
eral. In fact, Mr. Merritt helped 
save the early Oyster Bay Town 
Records from decay and gnawing 
mice, and made them available 
in printed form. We are sure Mr. 
Wesche joins with us in honoring 
this good and great man. 
Iris and Alonzo Gibbs 
Bethpage 





Liked Articles 


In either the May or June is- 
sue of the Forum appeared two 
articles of some local interest. 
One was Julian Smith’s recollec- 
tions of old-time Far Rockaway. 
(He’s lots older than I thought 
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he was. But maybe some of it 
was what his father and grand- 
father had told him.) 

The other was about the wreck 
of the Princess Anne. I got quite 
a bang out of that, because I was 
there with the Coast Guard and 
went out with them to the ship 
the next day. It is good to know 
that Capt. Joe Meade is still a- 
round. I saw Willis Abrams, No. 
2 Man in that crew, the other 
day and he was interested to 
hear about the article. 

I have shown the issue to a 
number of people and one of 
them must have walked off with 
it. So, if you will permit the use 
of the two articles and will send 
me a copy of the issue, it will 
make me very happy. 

Hubert D. Murray 

President, Wave Publishing Co. 

Rockaway 


Quiogue Summers 


Mrs. George Post of Quogue 
has allowed me to see the Sep- 
tember issue of the Forum, know- 
ing it would be of special inter- 
est to me on account of the ar- 
ticle by Lois Kimball, “Summer 
On Quiogue.” 

My father was John Bright 
Stevens referred to in the article 
as having bought the Gould cot- 
tage; a slight error, as it was the 
Patton Cottage next door which 
he purchased and remodeled for 
his summer home. 

The Misses Gould were Mr. 
Patton’s sisters, very well educat- 
ed women. I remember being 
taken to the house as a child and 
seeing a marvellous collection of 
beautifully mounted seaweeds 
from our beach. 


Marguerite S. Bayaud 
Quogue 
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Fecilees , 


Captain Kidd’s Treasure 


I have been wanting to tell 
you for some time (knowing your 
interest in Capt. Kidd) that I 
have stumbled on something that 
may be news to you. A few 
months ago, I was talking with 
Henry Beck (New Jersey author 
and historian) and made the re- 
mark that, for all the talk about 
buried treasure, I could account 
for just about every cent Kidd 
ever had. This was poetic license, 
of course. 

However, it is possible to ac- 
count for nearly every cent Kidd 
is reputed to have taken. In 1953, 
Dunbar Maury Hinrichs did some 
checking and published his find- 
ings in 1955. “The Fateful Voyage 
of Captain Kidd,’ Bookman As- 
sociates. 

Hinrichs reasoned this way: 
Kidd was known to have refitted 
in the West Indies. He could not 
have used a British or Dutch 
port; he would have been taken 
as a pirate. He could not have 
used a French or Spanish port; 
he would have been taken as an 
enemy. 

There was only one possible 
answer: He had refitted at the 
Virgin Islands, then Danish, as 
they would continue to be until 
1917. 

In Copenhagen, he found the 
records, where they had laid for 
nearly 250 years, their value large- 
ly unrecognized — because they 
were in Dutch. Apparently, Dutch 
was the language on which Dane 
and Englishman could meet. 

In sum, Kidd had traded some 
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of the “Quedah Merchant’s” car- 
go in Madagascar for the funds 
to refit for home (about 8,000 
pounds sterling). He had tried to 
refit at what is now ‘Charlotte 
Amalie, but was chased by the 
governor, who suspected that he 
was the pirate being sought by 
Benbow’s squadron. This was in- 
deed the case; later, when Ben- 
bow found that Kidd had been in 
and out of Christiansfort, he had 
to content himself with an in- 





Property on Long Island is be- 
coming increasingly sought after 
by almost everybody, it seems. 
If you are interested why not 
consult the real estate brokers 
advertising in the Forum? 
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sulting and threatening letter to 
Jan Lorentzen, the governor. 
Kidd went to a deserted part 
of Hispaniola, where he traded 
with William Burke for 11,200 
pieces of eight. The deal included 
the sloop, “St. Anthony,” which 
Kidd had when he reached Long 
Island. He left the “Quedah Mer- 
chant” and the balance of the 
cargo with Burke as security. 
Lorentzen later caught Burke 
transferring goods to the Bran- 
denburg warehouse at Charlotte 
Amalie by night. When question- 
ed, Burke hid behind the extrater- 
ritoriality claimed by my ances- 
tors of the Hanseatic League. 
Lorentzen could do no more 


(Continued on page 255) 
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Earmark “Book and <A eNystery 


A True Tale By 
Kate W. Strong 


SOME PEOPLE not acquaint- 
ed with the town records won- 
der what an earmark is. If I 
wrote something about a book 
about Western cattle brands 
everybody would have known 
what I was talking about. But 
in the early days in Long Is- 
land, all stock turned out on 
the common land was marked 
on the ears. 

My first ancestor, Selah 
Strong, to come from New 
England (third in generation 
to come from old England) 
registered his earmark in the 
Town of Brookhaven in 1699. 
Here is the notation in the 
Town Book of his earmark: 
“May ye 2d 1699 Selah Strong 
his Eare marke is a slitt cross 
the under syde of the right 
earee’’. 

In 1760 my great-great- 
grandfather also a Selah and 
grandson of that other Selah, 
recorded earmarks in a little 
handsewn book. It was a big 
job as there were 432 names 
each with two ears showing 
their markings. That he did 
it all himself is shown by the 
entry on the title page “Selah 
Strong: his book and hand.” 
On the second page appears 
“A record of markes taken 
December the 4, 1760 by me 
Selah Strong.” 

In the back of the book, 
apparently written at a later 
date, appear 56 names with 
no earmarks shown. In some 
cases they gave the occupa- 
tions; in those cases I’ll men- 
tion the names. Four were 
carpenters: William Brown, 
William Havens’ Brewster, 
Benjamin Brewster and Na- 
thaniel Hawkins. 

Six were merchants: Dan- 
iel Davis, Samuel P. Holme, 
Lewis Hulse, Justus Roe, John 
Satterley, Brewster Wood- 
hull. There was only one with 
the business of hatter, Lewis 
Ritch. Although there were 
probably many who went to 
sea in those days, there were 
only two put down as mar- 





Jones and 


William 
Jonas Smith. 


iners, 


My father always used to 
say that my _ great-great- 
grandfather was much mixed 
in politics, and certainly his 
numerous positions shows that 
fact. , 

Now for the mystery. Re- 
cently my brother, Russell 
Strong, was clearing a piece 
of his land on Strong’s Neck, 
Setauket, L. I., when he found 
a flat stone a little way under 
the surface. On turning it 
over he found it to be a tomb- 
stone, with the inscription still 
legible. The stone has a round 
top with two shoulders. At 
the top is a skull with a wing 
on either side. Under this is 
the following inscription: 
HERE LYES Ye BODY OF 


CAPt. JOHN DHONKEUR 
BORN JUNE 1665 & DIED 
AUGUST Ye 30, 1740 


This ground had been part 
of the pasture land and had 
not been disturbed for many 
years. This stone presents 
several problems. Who ws 
this man and why was he 
buried in this lonely spot? 
Who ordered the monument 
carved and set up? With heip 
I have searched the Town Re- 
cords and several Long Island 
Histories but to no avail. 

I do not think the stone was 
exposed to the wind and rain 
for very many years, because 
the edge of the cuttings is 
still so sharp. Who knows but 
what the British soldiers who 
were on the Neck during the 
Revolution might not have 
played leapfrog over it and 
knocked it down! Playing 
leapfrog over tombstones 
seems to have a fascination 
for boys of all ages. 

The “Tangier” Smiths had 
of course their own burying 
ground on part of the Neck 
at that time, but they might 


(Continued on page 259) 
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Nassau’s Old Mill Park 

The old grist mill in Saddle 
Rock, Great Neck, together with 
some 14 acres of land, will be 
opened as a park by Nassau 
County in the near future. Ac- 
quired in 1947 by the Nassau 
County Historical Society by the 
will of Mrs. Roswell Eldridge, and 
through the efforts of Jesse Mer- 
ritt, late Nassau County Histor- 
ian, the mill site has an interest- 
ing history. As early as 1679 
Thomas Rushmore erected a grist 
and saw mill on the property on 
the west side of what was then 
known as Madnan’s Neck. Rush- 
more in time sold the mill to 
brothers Robert and Alexander 
Hubbs. Later another brother, 
John Hubbs, became sole owner 
and in 1702 he sold an interest 
therein to Henry Allen, an adja- 
cent landowner, who in time 
bought out Hubbs. 

During the early 1700’s the mill 
was destroyed by fire and in 
1715 Allen replaced it with a 
then more modern structure for 
grinding grist. At Allen’s death 
the business, which had become 
an important one, passed to his 
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son David, whose family operated 
it until 1831. By 1854 town re- 
cords refer to the property, in- 
cluding the mill pond, as belong- 
ing to Richard Udell and some 
years later the recorded owner 
was James Udell. As a member 
of this family, Mrs. Roswell E]l- 
dredge became the last private 
owner and had the mill placed in 
running order and operated for 
some years by Henry Treadwell, 
a relative. 

Although the present structure 
dates back to 1715, during the 
Revolution (1776-1783) it stood 
more or less neglected and suffer- 
ed considerable damage. It was, 
however, rebuilt in 1790, and 
thereafter was kept in operation 
by several generations of the 
Udell (Udall) family. During the 
ownership of Mrs. Eldridge, one 
time mayor of Saddle Rock vil- 
lage, it turned out as much as 
1300 pounds per day of corn- 
meal, hominy, rye and whole 
wheat flour. 

Throughout the years the mill 
has been a favorite subject of 
artists and photographers. Dr. 
Charles H. Miller made an oil 


meer car 
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painting of the building in 1880. 
Later, Charles Leighton produced 
a woodcut of it, and a series of 
pen and ink sketches by the pop- 
ular artist Vernon Howe Bailey 
received wide circulation in var- 
ious publications. Even while 
boarded up and undergoing re- 
storation in preparation for its 
opening to the public, it has at- 
tracted a good many photograph- 
ers from points far and near. 


Poosepatuck Tribal Rights 


As late as 1936, Suffolk County 
Judge Richard W. Hawkins con- 
firmed the right of Poosepatuck 
Indians to occupy their reserva- 
tion at Mastic in Brookhaven town 
by dismissing a petition of one 
William S. Dana to have mem- 
bers of the tribe removed from 
what had long been considered 
their reservation. 


We'll Try! 

May you continue to bring us 
interesting and picturesque read- 
ing of our famous Long Island. 

Herbert P. Buerger 
Huntington 
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The Saddle Rock Grist Mill 
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than take Burke’s bond of 5,000 
pieces of eight, Burke to prove 
that Kidd was no pirate within 
six months. Burke later forfeited 
the bond. The goods disappeared, 
probably shipped to Europe on 
Brandenburg ships by the Bran- 
denburg factor, Pedro von Belle. 

The only treasure that could 
have reached here would have 
been what was aboard the “St. 
Anthony,” and fairly complete in- 
ventories of this exist. Kidd may 
have had about 7,000 pieces of 
eight in cash, plus odds and ends 
of fancy dry goods (no fit sub- 
ject for burial) and some semi- 
‘precious stones. The inventory 
lists 1,111 ounces of gold and 
a greater quantity of silver. 

Robert Livingston reports the 
goods retrieved from Thomas 
“Whisking” Clark of Setauket at 
a value of 5,000 to 12,000 pounds 
sterling, but this appears to be 
so much moonshine. So perishes 
a legend. 

The maddening pair in all these 
transactions are the Boston book- 
sellers, John and Duncan Camp- 
bell. They published newsletters 
concerning the doings; Duncan 
knew Kidd, received a gift of a 
Negro from him, entertained him 
and Mrs. Kidd ‘at his house be- 
fore Kidd was arrested. Duncan 
must have had his facts straight 
—but, in the months before Kidd 
actually appeared on ‘the coast, 
he and John had been publishing 
newsletters that were just rumor 
sheets, and these irresponsible 
publications have given rise to 
a lot of shoddy Kidd lore. 

John B. Ehrhardt 
Madison, N. J. 














Looks Forward 

One of the ladies who lives in 
this Home, Mrs. Mary L’Homme- 
dieu, subscribes to the Forum 
and she is very kind ‘about, letting 
others see it. 

I have been thrilled by various 
articles about Greenpoint, where 
I lived sixty years ago; Oyster 
Bay and Mr. Roosevelt, etc. 

Each month I look forward to 
reading your lovely magazine 
from cover to cover. 

Mr. Charles A. Platt 

The King’s Daughters’ Home 

Norwalk, Conn. 
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The Hanging of Captain Kidd 
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Whiting 
lent 
Whiting 


AUTHOR JOHN O’Hara of Quo- 
gue and various other points had 
five of his plays appear in print 
recently under the aegis of Ran- 
dom House and the title of the 
volume is_ strangely enough; 
“Five Plays.” Mr. O’Hara begins 
the volume with a preface — 
rather foreword which is getting 
to be a good habit of his. Unlike 
Bernard Shaw ‘he keeps his pre- 
faces brief and they are interest- 
ing since they explain the back- 
ground of the pieces. They also 
explain that he has not been 
successful as a playwright. 

“The Searching Sun” interest- 
ed us particularly since the set- 
ting is the dunes of “Midhamp- 
ton” facing the sea. “Midhamp- 
ton” is about 100 miles from 
New York but that doesn’t mat- 
ter particularly. It might be Quo- 
gue or East Hampton. 

The story concerns the literally 
fatal charm of an aging actor 
who, despite an indifferent per- 
sonality, causes lovely ladies to 
kill themselves when his love 
for them wanes. The dialogue of 
the play didn’t excite us. Best 


The 


Sou’wester Book Shop 
‘BELLPORT LANE, BELLPORT, L. I. 
Unusual Greeting Cards 
General Juvenile 
Paperbacked Books 
AT 6-0777 


























of all we like the stage direc- 
tions which are vivid and inter- 
esting. 

One of the plays, “The Farm- 
er’s Hotel” is a dramatization of 
the author’s earlier novelette. We 
like ‘this one the best. Another, 
“Veronique” which gives a dread- 
ful view of the lives of Green- 
wich Village loose ladies and 
perverts provides perhaps the 
best reason of why Mr. O’Hara 
is not a great playwright. The 
‘following conversation between 
a writer and his girlfriend will 
give you an idea: 

“RINGWALD. You didn’t have 
to. He has a sick sense, sixth 
sense—my that’s hard to say— 
sixth sense about those things. 

VERONIQUE. Well, his sick 
sense, sixth sense—it IS hard to 
say, is wrong. 

RINGWALD. You wouldn't 
give six cents for his sixth sense. 
You wouldn’t give six cents for 
his sick sixth sense?” 

Mr. O’Hara, how could you? 


KATE W. STRONG has issued 
the twenty-third of her pam- 
phiets, “True Tales, From the 
Early Days of Long Island.” Most 
of the tales have been reprinted 
from ‘the Forum. There is a fore- 
word by Suffolk County Histor- 
ian Paul Bailey from which we 
quote: 

“Miss Strong’s contributions to 
the Forum began shortly after its 
founding (by Paul Bailey) and 
have continued to appear as a 
regular feature of that periodical 
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Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 

Maps, Documents. 





630 Sunrise Highway 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 


Babylon 





The Bowne House 
Historical Society 
Miss Margaret I. Carman 
President 
presents 


The Bowne House 
Built 1661 


Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 


Tuesdays and Saturdays 
3 to 5 P.M. 


Sundays, 





EAST END 
TYPEWRITER CO. 
For all your office needs. New 
and used typewriters and add- 
ing machines, desk, files, etc. 
Sales, Service 
and Supplies 


Distributors for ROYAL type- 
writers and VICTOR adding 
machines. 
East Main St. & Fishel Ave. 
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which will celebrate its 25th an- 
niversary in 1962. That Strong 
has won a lasting place in the is- 
land’s historical bibliography, 
there can be no doubt.” 

The booklet may be obtained 
from Miss Kate W. Strong, The 
Cedars, Setauket, N. Y. The 
price is $1.00. 


WE ARE most thankful to Mrs. 
Virginia Rogers, librarian at 
Smith College, and formerly of 
Manhasset, who sent us “Rhymes 
of the Sunrise Trail” by Si Tan- 
hauser published back in 1929 
with “Pen and Inklings by Sena- 
tor Ford” sage of Sag Harbor 
and radio personality. 


An interesting collection of 
poems and nice line drawings 
by the Senator is this little 
booklet. 


The best way to tell about 
poetry is to quote a bit. Maybe 
there’s a bit of Whitman in the 
following from the poe “Long 
Island”: 

“The hamlets, the villages nestled 
in forest and clearing, 

By crescent - shaped harbors, by 
lakeside, and salt meadows, 
waving, 

By murmuring beaches and bars, 
and by headlands indented, 
The reaches of Orient drifting, 

the Hills of Montauket, 

The silver Peconic, the Isle of 
Manhasset and Bonic, 

Goes down to ‘the sea with a seine 
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on his naked brown shoulder, 

The day-dreaming Southold, the 
Shinnecocks cloudening, shad- 
owed, 

The Mecox a-ripple, The Gut of 
the Black Dog a-growling, 

The happy, the clustering jewels 
of the valleys of Nassau, 

The Island of Flame and the mea- 
dows of Merrick and Wantagh.” 
Well—we didn’t say it was great 

poetry but it’s interesting. 


“WHERE SHALL We Take the 
Kids” is the most delightful guide 
to New York City attractions that 
we've ever read. Immensely 
practical it will supply you with 
enough information to entertain 
and educate your children, your- 
self and out of town visitors for 
years. Written by Murray Polner 
and Arthur Barron published by 
Doubleday and Co. it sells for 
$1.95. 

Of course New York includes 
Brooklyn and Queens so there 
is much of Long Island in it. 
The chapter “Long Long Ago” 
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has interesting highlights on the 
Theodore Roosevelt house in 
N. Y., The Lefferts Homestead 
in Brooklyn, Bowne House in 
Flushing, the King Mansion in 
Jamaica, etc. 

The description of the Lionel 
Train Exhibit made our mouth 
water — even though we don’t 
ordinarily eat trains; there are 
facts about courts, the swearing 
in of new citizens, autograph ex- 
hibits, zoos, Chinatown, a Muslim 
Temple, and an ice cream factory 
that will make you want to go 
right out on tour. 

There are many, many prac- 
tical hints; when to stay off the 
subways; the fact that the Grand 
Central Station has facilities for 
diapering a baby are among them 
but best’of all, or so it struck us, 
is a practical foolproof system for 
determing the cross street near- 
est an address on the Avenues of 
New York—it’s perfect. 

This is an invaluable book. 

—C. J. M. 





Quiogue 
So glad to read about Quiogue, 
Lois Kimball—is also an authority 
on the Quantuck Yacht Club. 
Mrs. Irwin Smith 
Garden City 
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with genealogies of 47 early East 
Hampton families. 619 pages, pro- 
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lin or Conkling, Davis, Dayton, 
Dibble, Dimon, Dominy, Edwards, 
Field, Filer, Fithian, Gann, Gard- 
iner, Gould, Hand, Hedges, Hicks, 
Homan, Hopping, Huntting, Isa- 
acs, Jones, King, Leek, Lester, 
Loper, Miller, Mulford, Murdock, 
Osborn or Osborne, Parsons, 
Payne, Schellinger, Shaw, Sher- 
rill, Simons, Squires, Stratton, 
Strong, Talmage, Tillinghast, Top- 
ping, Vail, Van Scoy. 
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_Classitied Advertising 





(Rates: 10c per word, minimum 
20 words or $2. Additional con- 
secutive insertions, same copy, 5c 
per word. Copy must be received 
with cash or check by 10th. of 
month preceding following issue. 
Charges accepted from subscrib- 
ers but 15c billing charge will be 
made.) 


FOR SALE “Guide to Historic 
Markers.” $1.50 Illustrated pub- 
lication by Southold Historical 
Society, about old structures and 
sites in Southold, Peconic and 
Arshamomaque, 64 markers so far, 
placed by the Society. Write Mrs. 
Edgar Baumgartner, Southold, 
Long Island. 





FOR SALE in Coconut Grove sec- 
tion of Miami. A two bedroom 
and bath home with added ef- 
ficiency apartment within easy 
walking distance of all facilities 
including bus lines and Biscayne 
Bay. Heated and air conditioned 
throughout and attactively fur- 
nished. Rental of one unit more 
than pays for other. Ideal for 
retiree or one going to retire. 
Present owner would stay on as 
tenant in efficiency if desired. 
Photos of interior and exterior 
available for seriously interested 
parties. Price $18,500.00, write 
owner, 3232 Gifford Lane, Miami 
33, Florida. 





“IS YOUR HOME ATTRACTIVE? 
Let us sketch it from your photo- 
graph and put it on stationery for 
you. Can be also used on match 
covers, playing cards, napkins, etc. 
Write to 
CROOKER 

Cold Spring Harbor, New York” 
WANTED: old carriage letter- 
heads, billheads, broadsides, for 
information about L. I. Carriage 
makers. Jane des Grange, Suffolk 
Museum, Stony Brook, L. I. 

FOR ALL the News of Hunting- 
ton Township subscribe to the 
Long Islander, New York State’s 
leading weekly newspaper. 313 
Main Street, Huntington, L. I. 
Hamilton 7-4000. 

CUSTOM MADE, Lifetime Brass 
Furniture. You sketch it or give 
us a picture. We will give you an 
estimate and make it to your 
specifications. Messenger Manu- 
facturing Co. 37-14 63rd., Wood- 
side, L. I, N. Y. Call HAvemeyer 
9-4747 or ATlantic 4-1497. 


For local year ’round news of 
your friends and activities on the 
South Fork of Long Island, Sub- 
scribe to: The Hampton Chronicle, 

Westhampton Beach 
$4.00 per year 
The Hampton Bays News, 
Hampton Bays, $3.50 per year 
The Southampton Press, 
Southampton, N. Y. $4.00 per year 
WEDGWOOD 
WANTED to purchase — Early 
Wedgwood, Wedgwood & Bently 
plaques, ornamental or useful 
ware in Jasper, basalt, queens- 
ware, caneware. Box 1568W West- 
hampton Beach, New York. 























From the famous Richard H. 
Handley Collection of Long Island 
Americana: “Place Names in the 
Town of Smithtown,” also “A 
History of Smithtown, 1663-1845”; 
Rufus B. Langhans, Smithtown 
Library, Smithtown, Long Island. 
Price $1.00 each. 





GUNS 
WANTED — for my collection. 
Old guns, pistols, powder horns, 
bullet moulds, swords or cannon 
barrels. Indian arrow heads. Li- 
censed dealer for modern guns 
and ammunition. RICHARD G. 
HENDRICKSON, Lumber Lane, 
Bridgehampton, N. Y. Telephone 
BRidgehampton 2-0893. tf 





DOLLS — CLOCKS 
We would like to buy old dolls 
and clocks for our collections. 
Write—Ann & Jack Reid, 19 
Sylvan Ct. West Islip, L. I. 





THE SMITHTOWN NEWS for 
many years has featured Long 
Island History in its columns. 
“News of Long Ago,” by Virginia 
Eckels Malone. Write for sample 
copy. Box 515, Smithtown, N. Y. 
COMPLETE NEWS of Sayville 
and vicinity and provocative com- 
ment is found in The Suffolk 
County News, national and state 
award-winning newspaper. 23 
Candee Avenue, Sayville. SAy- 
ville 4-6200. 








FOR ALL THE NEWS of Eastern 
Long Island read the NEWS-RE- 
VIEW. Subscribe Today P. O. Box 
720, Riverhead, N. Y. 
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They'd Be a Sensation Today! 

Recently two boys came to our 
house collecting empty bottles to 
earn a trip to Coney Island. It 
reminded me of many years ago 
when we used to visit Coney Is- 
land and many other places by 
bicycle. 

I belonged to a group that 
would ride into Brooklyn then 
down the bicycle path to Coney 
— that was very simple in those 
days but would be suicidal now 
with all the traffic. 

On the Coney Path between 
1895 and 1898 we often saw two 
beautiful girls known as_ the 
“Heavenly Twins” riding a man’s 
tandem. They had discarded the 
long divided skirt so popular at 
that time to wear bloomers. They 
were a sensation because there 
was sO much exposure from the 
knees down! 











R. S. Abrams 
Bluepoint 


The Baldwin 

It was a great surprise to read 
your September issue of the 
Forum and find the story of the 
Baldwin (DD624) so well written 
by Mr. Fred Schmitt. 

I spent twenty-eight months on 
the “Lucky B,” also nicknamed 
“Old Baldy,” and after she had 
been sunk by the Navy I never 
expected to hear about her again. 
I was also at Montauk the day 
after she ran aground and made 
several trips after, following her 
until the end. I am certainly glad 
that Mr. Schmitt gave such an 
accurate account of some of the 
activities of the Baldwin, she was 

(Continued on page last page) 


Earmark Book 
(Continued from page 253) 
not have felt that they wanted 
to bury an outsider there. Per- 
haps the record of the family 
of that name may turn up 
among the New York City re- 
cords but so far I have not 
been able to find out anything 
so this stone and its history 
remains an unsolved mystery. 
Footnote: Thanks to the research 
of the L. I. Historical Society, 
Capt. John was probably the son 
of Mr. Johan Doncker, Governor 
at the Island of Curacao, in the 

Dutch Wesi Indies in 1674. 
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Backward Glance 
(Continued from page 246) 


ing here, nothing about their 
lives or background could be 
learned. To the newcomers all 
that had transpired here for 
unknown centuries was “to 
the civilized world a sealed 
book” and doomed to “obli- 
vion.” But today the “sealed 
book” has been opened and 
“oblivion” brought into the 
light for most archeologists 
are agreed that the occupa- 
tion of the New World prob- 
ably began near the close of 
the last glacial period about 
fifteen thousand years ago 
when primitive ancestors of 
North American Indians slow- 
ly migrated from northeastern 
Asia, using the narrow Ber- 
ing Strait as a land bridge 
between Siberia and North 
America. 

No one can determine how 
many centuries the Indians 
roamed throughout America 
before explorers found the 
New World but archeologists 
by their excavations and re- 
search of many years have 
opened the doors to a better 
understanding of the Indian 
way of life and their gradual 
development from cne aborig- 
inal period into a higher one. 
When the white man discov- 
ered America there probably 
were about a million Indians 
throughout the United States, 
made up of many separate 
groups or Societies, e2ch So- 
ciety broken up into hundreds 
of small and separate tribes 
and communities. The Algon- 
kon Indians whom the early 
settlers found living at the 
eastern end of Long Islend 
were of the Woodland group 
and were not then “savage 
inhabitants” because their 
social and cultural develop- 
ment was considered high— 
except when they were intro- 
duced to the whiteman’s “fire- 
water.” 

According to “Sketches of 
Suffolk County,” “No mem- 
orial was left to tell us what 
scenes were passing here 
when Romulus laid the found- 
ation of ancient Rome, or 
while the Shepherds of Judes 
‘watched their flocks by night’ 
on the eve of the Savior’s Ad- 
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vent.” But the settlers were 
not the only Long Islanders 
who have been curious about 
‘happenings that took place 
here centuries ago and they 
would be as amazed as we 
when we recently learned 
that additional archeological 
research at the eastern end 
of the island disclosed evi- 
dence of some ancient Indians 
having roamed around the 
area of Greenport and Bridge- 
hampton, also Wading River, 
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as long ago as 5000 B.C., and 
that Jamesport, Orient and 
Sugar Loaf Hill in the Shin- 
necocks have the distinction 
of possessing the only four 
known sacred Indian burial 
pits that were in use here for 
280 years, going back to 1043 
B.C. Nothing like these cere- 
monial gravepits have been 
uncovered in any other sec- 
tion of the United States. 
Another “first” was a two- 
level Indian habitation site 
excavated at Stony Brook; 
the upper level was active in 
944 B.C. while the lower habit- 
ation dated back to 5000 B.C. 

Don’t you think it is time 
someone gave us an up-to-date 
version of “Sketches of Suf- 
folk County?” 





Camp Mills 


(Continued from page 244) 


after the war to their 2,950 
dead and 13,290 wounded, 
now stands in a small park 
on Clinton Road south of the 
railroad tracks. 

No sooner had the Rainbow 
Division left than the 41st 
or Sunset Division moved in. 
But the weather was much 
colder by this time, and heavy 
fall rains had started. It was 
a windy October too, especial- 
ly hard on the Y.M.C.A. rest 
tent which “with every hard 
storm blew over—until final- 
ly it gave up the struggle and 
settled down in ruins.’’ Under 
the circumstances the troops, 
without even flooring under 
their tents, were continually 
wet and cold, and soon filled 
the Camp hospital, set up in 
Mineola Fair Ground build- 
ings. By December the Camp 
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had to be closed and the troops 
moved to Camp Merritt. 

Except for activities at 
Hazelhurst Field, Garden City 
was quiet and deserted that 
winter, especially as most of 
its young men and some of its 
young women had volunteer- 
ed and left the Village. To fill 
the void, residents turned 
their full energies to Liberty 
Loan Campaigns, the Home 
Defense League, Drives of all 
sorts, Draft Board Commit- 
tees and every other kind of 
war work. 

Then in 1918, after the Ger- 
man drive around Cambrai, 
word came that Camp Mills 
was to reopen in order to 
speed up the embarkation of 
troops in the emergency. This 
time it was to be established 
as a permanent camp; and 
once more freight flowed 
through Garden City into the 
cantonment and construction 
gangs arrived to cope with it. 

In the next few months, 
better roads were construct- 
ed, proper telephone facilities 
installed, drainage secured by 
a system of dry wells, and 
permanent buildings and bar- 
racks erected. Mr. Peter’s 
history of “The Long Island 
Railroad in the War 1917- 
1919” tabulates facts and 
figures which give an idea 
of what Camp Mills was like 
when completed. To begin 
with, its capacity, including 
tent area, was 50,000 men; 
the number of buildings erect- 
ed by the Government, 838. 
Included in the long list of 
these structures, such items 
as these occur: 398 Barracks; 
36 Officer’s Quarters; 108 
Lavatories; 1 Liberty The- 
atre; 7 Post Exchanges; 105 
Mess buildings; 1 Laundry; 
Water and Sewer Pump Sta- 


tions; 3 Stables, 2 Haysheds; 
2 Delousing Plants; 1 Elect- 
rical Sub-station; 69 Quaran- 
tine Huts; 9 Administration 
Buildings; and 1 Library. 
Facts and figures about 
the Base Hospital Building 
(2,500 Beds) are also given. 
These reveal that after a 
check on St. Paul’s School and 
other large buildings in or 
near Garden City, this new 
Camp hospital was built on 
Transverse Road, specially 
constructed as an approach, 
in what is now the Mott De- 
velopment. A railroad siding 
was brought to the empty site 
for the freighting of neces- 
sary materials; and soon after, 
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according to Mr. Peter’s his- 
tory, a spur “from the Base 
Hospital siding, because of 
using engine as_ heating 
plant,” was also built. 

The hospital, with its unique 
heating system, was hardly 
finished before the Armistice 
of November 1918 was sign- 
ed, but it served the Camp 
during the following demobil- 
ization period and was pro- 
nounced a great improvement 
over the tents, and converted 
stables, cattle sheds and poul- 
try houses of the Mineola 
Fair Ground. 

Demobilization was to take 
almost a year. Home troops, 
still in the United States, 
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were sent to Camp Mills first. 
Then came “the 814th Pioneer 
Infantry (colored) just back 
from Europe and entering 
camp triumphantly — behind 
the regimental band. . .” 
Later came other regiments, 
one after the other, keeping 
the Camp active and crowded. 

But by September 1919, the 
job was almost over. On the 
17th of the month, The Hemp- 
sterd Inquirer rather wist- 
fully wrote: “The Meadow 
Street Canteen on Tuesday 
evening gave what will prob- 
ably be the last dance to be 
given for the soldiers at this 
favorite resort. There are so 
few men in camp now that 
the Canteen will most likely 
be closed shortly.” A week 
later Camp Mills was official- 
ly abandoned; and Garden 
City’s great community war 
experience was over. 

Its own young men and 
women had been coming back 
too, except for the six men 
who had died in the service 
of their country. One, Cap- 
tain William Bradford Turn- 
er, had been killed in action 
on Sept. 27, 1918 while lead- 
ing an attack against one of 
the strongest parts of the 
Hindenburg Line. For bravery 
on the field of battle, he was 
posthumously awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Hon- 
or by the United States Gov- 
ernment. In Garden City he 
was honored by its veterans 
who, in 1919, organized their 
American Legion Post and 
called it The William Brad- 
ford Turner Post. 


A Long Island First 


In 1911 when Miss Katherine 
Wells of Greenport passed an 
examination and received a li- 
cense to operate powerboats of 
not more than 15 tons, she was 
the first woman in Suffolk Coun- 
ty to be licensed as master and 
engineer of such vessels. 





Property on Long Island is be- 
coming increasingly sought after 
by almost everybody, it seems. 
If you are interested why not 
consult the real estate brokers 
advertising in the Forum? 
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LONG ISLAND BOOKS 


By Paul Bailey 





“Physical Long Island” 


Its Geology, Archaeology, Beaches, Plains 
and Historic Storms 


More Than 100 Illustrations 
Hard Cover Cloth Bound, $4 Postpaid 


“Colonial Long Island” 


A brief history of the Island's first 250 years 
More Than 50 Illustrations 


POSTPAID $2.00 


“Long Island Whalers” 


The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870's. Well illu- 
strated. Postpaid $1. 


“The Thirteen Tribes’ 


Revised and Greatly Enlarged 


A brief account ot the names, 
locations, customs, characteristics and 
history of the Long Island Indians. 


Well illustrated, $1 Postpaid 
Address: 
PAUL BAILEY 
BOX 805, AMITYVILLE, N. Y. 


Note: Bailey's 2-volume Island History and Historic Long Island 
in Pictures, Prose and Poetry are out of print. 








Buy a DRYER or a DISHWASHER from your 
LILCO Authorized Appliance Dealer before Nov. 30 
and get a SLUMBER WARM Electric Blanket 
as a free bonus! For complete facts on new dryer 
and dishwasher convenience—write for free digest. 
LILCO, 250 Old Country Road, Mineola. 

Choose any of the following brands: 

BLACKSTONE + CHAMBERS + DEXTER + EASY 
FRIGIDAIRE -« GENERAL ELECTRIC - HAMILTON 
HOTPOINT - KELVINATOR « KITCHENAID - LING- 
TEMCO +» MAYTAG » MONTGOMERY WARD - NORGE 
PHILCO + RCA-WHIRLPOOL + SEARS-KENMORE 
SPEED QUEEN - SUBURBAN + TAPPAN + WASTE KING 
WESTINGHOUSE - YOUNGSTOWN 


An Investor-Owned, Taxpaying Company 





Get a FREE Electric Blanket! 





Offer is limited to brands listed, when purchased 
from a LILCO Authorized Appliance Dealer—and 
the purchaser is a LILCO customer for the type 
service required for the appliance purchased 








Readers Forum 
(Continued from page 259) 
a good ship and one to be proud 
of. 

I know Mr. Schmitt could not 
give all the details but she did 
obtain the Silver Star for her 
commanding officer, Captain 
Powers, and the Bronze Star for 
the executive officer, Mr. Condon, 
at Normandy. 

I wish to thank Mr. Schmitt 
and you for writing and publish- 
ing the “Grey Ghost” ... she 
deserved every word. 

Wes Ripperger 
St. James 


Clinton And Woodhull Houses 

In the May, 1961 issue of the 
Forum, Charles Wilson of Brook- 
lyn asks for information about 
the DeWitt Clinton House in Mas- 
peth. A description of the house 
and its occupants can be found 
in “Manors and Historic Homes 





The ultimate in American 
cuisine in authentic colonial 
setting 





Jericho, L. I. WE 1-2201 








RELAX AND DINE 


In Historical Surroundings 


The North Shore’s 
Beautiful and Scenic 


THREE VILLAGE INN 


Overnight Accommodations 
Private Parties — Cocktails 


Open Every Day 
Reservations Advised 
Phone STony Brook 7-0555 





of Long Island and Staten Island” 
by Harold Donaldson Eberlein, 
published by Lippincott in 1928. 

Quoting from Mr. Eberlein, 
“The former summer home of 
DeWitt Clinton at Maspeth or 
Newtown, in what is now a part 
of Brooklyn is but a ghost of its 
erstwhile self. Indeed, in the 
state to which it has descended 
it can be now regarded as little 
more than 1a derelict and an eye- 
sore. It was once a dwelling of 
gracious and distinguished aspect 
and in the heyday of its existence, 
it was doubtless one of the finest 
as well as one of the largest 
houses at the western end of 
L. I. 

In the same May 1961 issue, in 


CARMAN-DUNNE., Inc. 


Civil Engineers — Surveyors 


Grayview Building 
2 Lakeview Avenue, Lynbrook 


Tel. LYnbrook 9-5563 











BILL JACOBS’ 
THE WAGON WHEEL 
Recommended by 
Duncan Hines 
_ Gourmet & Cue 


Luncheon Dinner 


Cocktails 


Patchogue Road 
Port Jefferson Station 





the article on General Woodhull, 


the late Henry Onderdonck states 
that the house was burned down. 
Last summer I made a trip to 
Mastic Neck and found General 
Woodhull’s grave. I was looking 
for the house (included in Mr. 
Eberlein’s book and apparantly 
still standing in 1928) but was 
unable to locate the site. Could 
someone tell me the year it was 
destroyed? 
Isabella S. Ketchum 
New York 





For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Conneiquot River 
OAKDALE 


Phone SAyville 4-0248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 








HARBOR LIGHT 


RESTAURANT 
EXCELLENT CUISINE 


Catering to Small Parties 
M. SWANSON 
AMityville 4-5868 and 4-9704 


Dawes Avenue 
and George Brown Plaza 


Amityville (East) 





On The North Shore It’s The 


CHINA ISLAND 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
Air Conditioned 
Serving Exotic Chinese Food 
Open Daily Orders to take out 


FOresi 8-3990 
JERICHO TURNPIKE 


ai 
Commack Shopping Center 
Member Diner’s Club and 
American Express 








ZIKOLL’S 
Old Landmark Inn 


A place to relax — 


To dine at leisure in an 
atmosphere of yesteryear 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Closed Mondays 


845 Merrick Road Copiague 





Tels. AMityville 4-1383 - 9815 








-— 


GIL CLARK'S 


Maple Avenue Fish House 


L. I.’s FAMOUS 
OYSTER and CLAM 
BAR 


Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore 


Margaret E. Clark Gilbert M. Clark 


Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551 











“Willie and Herman’s” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons — Dinners 


Large New Banquet Hall 
Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 








STERN'S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 


Farmingdale, N. Y. 
CHapel 9-0248 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 


Prompt Deliveries. Quality Since 1890 


Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 




















